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Childwall CE Primary School 

Special Educational Needs Information Report 

September 2019 

SENCo: Mrs. C. Rice                           SEN Governor: Mr. D. Gillin 

 

Contact: 0151 722 1553 crice@childwallce.com    office@childwallce.com  

 

Our Approach as a School: 

High, quality first teaching and additional interventions are defined through our person-
centred planning approach, across the school, contributing to our provision management 
arrangements. These processes help us to regularly review and record what we offer all 
children or young people in our care and what we offer additionally.  These discussions 
also serve to embed our high expectations amongst staff about quality first teaching and 
the application of a differentiated and personalised approach to teaching and learning. 
We make it a point to discuss aspirations with all learners. This is a whole-school 
approach and this report will promote how we underpin this practice across our 
classrooms, pastoral care and support arrangements.  
 
Underpinning all provision in school is the graduated approach cycle of:  

 

All teachers are responsible for every child in their care, including those with special 
educational needs (SEN).  

Having consulted with children and their parents/carers, all our additional provision 
(internal or external) is based on an agreed outcomes approach and these are discussed 
with the professionals that offer support to your child and hold both our internal/external 
providers and ourselves to account.  

mailto:crice@childwallce.com
mailto:office@childwallce.com
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Special Educational Needs: 

Children and young people’s SEN are generally thought of in the following four broad 
areas of need and support: 

1. Communication and interaction  

Provision in this area includes Speech and Language Therapy (SLT) follow-up 
support, speech recognition software and groups such as Time to Talk and 
Socially Speaking. Sessions are provided by Paula Griffiths, Purple Circle (ASD 
Consultancy), to support children with autism. 

2. Cognition and learning  

A wide-variety of intervention groups are run to support children in the 
development of, for example, reading, writing, Phonics and Maths. Programmes 
such as My Maths, Precision Teaching, IDL Cloud, Clicker 7 and Toe by Toe 
supplement the teacher planned and organised interventions. The school has 
access to outreach support from, for example, SENISS (Special Educational 
Needs Inclusion Support Service) which can be used to help assess the learning 
needs of a child and a Literacy specialist teacher. 

3. Social, emotional and mental health difficulties 

Time to Talk and Socially Speaking groups are used to help children develop 
their social as well as communication skills. The school has access to outreach 
support from YPAS, with their Seedlings programme supporting children who are 
experiencing social, emotional or mental-health difficulties. Go Zen is used to 
enable children to learn about feelings of anxiety and how to overcome these. 
The ROAR programme has also been integrated to support children’s mental 
health. Awareness of possible bullying as a direct result of SEND is taken very 
seriously and advice sought accordingly.  

4. Sensory and/or physical needs  

Children requiring time-out from the classroom situation have access to an 
alternative safe space within the school. Groups take place to develop 
handwriting and gross/fine-motor skills. The school can commission support from 
Springwood Heath Primary School, to loan resources which help develop 
children’s physical skills, for example, as well as sharing good practice in the 
SEN consortium it is a part of.                                       

In July 2019 there were 39 children on the SEN register; 33 children receiving SEN 
Support and 6 children with an Education, Health Care Plan (EHCP). 

We have internal processes for monitoring the effectiveness of provision and 
assessment of need.  These include: learning walks, observations, pupil progress 
meetings, data analysis, cost to school.  
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Admission of pupils with disabilities 

Our core school Christian values underpin our approach to admissions, including those 
pupils with additional needs. We recognise each child as unique, loved by God and 
valued, whether they have additional needs or not.   

Pupils with extra needs, specifically disabilities, are welcomed into our school. 
Arrangements include: extra visits to the current settings of pupils; liaising with parents 
and extra visits to school if needed. Reasonable adjustments to the school building and 
curriculum are made in advance of new pupil admissions.  

We constantly monitor to ensure that children with disabilities are given the same 
experiences as other children. Instances of discrimination would be taken seriously and 
addressed accordingly. 

All parts of our school are accessible. The school building is single storey throughout 
and, where necessary, ramps are in place to allow access. Skirting boards are painted 
black to assist pupils with Visual Impairments.  

Co-producing with children, young people and their parents 

Involving parents and learners in dialogue is central to our approach. We do this through: 

Action/Event Who’s involved Frequency 

Parents Evening Class teacher, 
parents/carers,  

Once a term. 

Pupil Profile meetings Class teacher, SENCo, 
parents/carers, pupil. 

Once a term or as targets 
are met/adapted. 

EYFS Welcome Meeting EYFS staff, Headteacher, 
SENCo, parents/carers. 

Annually 

Initial Early Help Relevant staff i.e. class 
teacher and LSA, SENCo, 
Headteacher, outside 
agencies, parents/carers, 
pupil. 

At various times throughout 
the year. 

Early Help Assessment 
Tool (EHAT) meetings and 
Team Around the Family 
(TAF) review meetings.  

Relevant staff i.e. class 

teacher and LSA, SENCo, 

Headteacher, outside 

agencies, parents/carers, 

pupil. 

At various times throughout 
the year. 

Education Health Care Plan 
(EHCP) Annual Review 
Meeting  

Relevant staff i.e. class 
teacher and LSA, SENCo, 
Headteacher, outside 
agencies, parents/carers, 
pupil. 

Annually  

Meetings after assessment 
visits i.e. from Educational 
Psychologist (EP), Speech 
and Language Therapist 
(SLT), outreach teachers. 

Relevant staff, SENCo, 
outside agencies, 
parents/carers, pupil. 

At various times throughout 
the year. 

Parent/carer training 
sessions and coffee 
mornings/afternoons 

Outside agencies, SENCo, 
parents/carers. 

At various times throughout 
the year. 
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Staff Development and Qualifications 

We are committed to developing the ongoing expertise of our staff.  We have current 
expertise in our school: 

Initials of person Area of expertise Level of Qualification  
 

CR  SENCo  National SENCo Award 

CR Dyslexia  AMBDA & Postgraduate 
Certificate 

TD, CB, TBu, SG Speech, Language and 
Communication Needs 
(SLCN) 

SLCN Projects  
 

  

In the academic year 2018 - 19, there were a number of training opportunities for staff 
including: Pathological Demand Avoidance Awareness Raising by Angela Lewis (EP), 
Understanding and Supporting ADHD by Colin Foley (National Director of training for 
ADHD Foundation), Sensory Processing Difficulties and the Impact on Education by 
Claire Ewart and Uaine Horan-Maybaum (OTs), Helping Children to Understand Abstract 
Language and Supporting Children's Expressive Language & Vocabulary Development 
delivered by various Speech and Language therapists, Collaborative Approaches to 
Learning for pupils with Pathological Demand Avoidance, in association with Autism 
Associates. In addition, the SENCo attends, on an annual basis, the School 
Improvement Liverpool (SIL) SEN Briefings held in October and March, as well as the 
secondary transition event in May. 

Staff deployment 

Considerable thought, planning and preparation goes into utilising our LSAs to ensure all 
children achieve the best outcomes; this includes helping them to gain independence 
and preparing them for adulthood from the earliest possible age. LSAs are deployed 
throughout the school from Reception to Year 6 and offer support in the following ways, 
as appropriate: 1:1; 1:2; in-class small group support; specific intervention groups. This is 
in addition to the support given to children by their class teacher. 

School External Partnerships and Transition Plans 

Our academic assessment for children and young people with special educational needs 
is moderated through the SEN South Central Consortium and neighbouring partners.   

We worked with pre-school settings to welcome 2 children with special educational 
needs or disabilities and supported 6 children with SEND with their transition to 
secondary school in 2019. 

Our approach involved, for example, attendance at the SIL SENCo Transition Forum and 
the Nursery to School transition event, visits to pre-school settings, contact with staff 
from other schools/settings, meetings with parents/carers and outside agency/support 
workers. 

We closely monitor children’s behaviour, work and data as they approach transition or 
after a transition has been made. 
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A full list of the external partners we work with can be found in our school’s Local Offer.  
Extending our school working practices, we commission using an outcomes-based 
approach.  This enables us to hold our partners and school to account. 

We believe this has benefited our children and their families in the following ways: 
parents/carers have been able to meet with the EP to discuss concerns they have about 
their child as well as receiving advice and guidance from outreach workers, such as 
those from SENISS (Special Educational Needs Inclusion Support Service), Purple 
Circle (ASD Consultancy) and Seedlings (art therapy). This has enabled the 
parents/carers to gain a greater understanding of their child’s needs and how they can 
best be supported. SLT and Occupational Therapists (OT) have shared follow-up work 
that can be practised both at home and in school to continue the work done during their 
sessions. Physiotherapists come into school to deliver their programme of support for 
some children, meaning that parents/carers are not inconvenienced by having to take 
their child to an appointment and the children do not miss too much of the school day. 
Outside agencies have attended EHAT meetings in school ensuring that all those 
working with a child are able to meet to discuss provision, progress and future 
development.  

 

Complaints 

Under Section 23 of the Education Reform Act parents/carers have the right of complaint 

to the Governing Body if they believe that the Governors have not carried out their duties 

and responsibilities in respect of the National Curriculum, Religious Education and 

Collective Worship. 

Our aim is to provide an open and welcoming environment where every child is happy 

and secure, but should you have any cause for concern or complaint please inform us 

immediately so that we can address the problem as soon as possible. 

The school has a formal complaints procedure but in most cases an approach to the 
Class Teacher or the Head Teacher should soon resolve the matter. If this fails, please 
follow the complaints procedure, available on the school website.   

No formal complaints have been received in the past academic year.  

Developments in the academic year 2018-19 

The use of Pupil Profiles has been embedded as a way of supporting children with SEN. 
The Pupil Profiles have been written with parents/carers and pupils and provide a holistic 
view of the child.  

Learning Walks continue to be used to monitor current practice and suggest ways 

forward. They are held on a termly basis and are attended by SENCo and SEN 

Governor. Comments from Learning Walks undertaken in the academic year 2018-19     

include: a calm and supportive learning environment observed throughout the school; a 

variety of resources in place to support children’s needs i.e. long-loop scissors, ear 

defenders, work stations, touch-screen laptop and headphones, FM transmitter for a 

child with a hearing impairment. 

Coffee afternoons, organised to support parents/carers of children with SEND, continue 

to be well received. Margie Kelly (ASD Training Team) attended two coffee afternoons, 

the first of which was used to share information about the organisation, signposting 
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training to parents/carers and empowering them to learn more about the needs of their 

child. The second coffee afternoon focused on transition and good practice when 

supporting children to make the transition between classes and schools, for example. 

Both sessions were attended by parents/carers of children from Reception to Y6 and 

evaluations recorded 100% positive responses.   

Of the sessions with Margie Kelly the following are a sample of comments: thank you for 

this session. Really informative and valued practical ideas; thanks. This was great, really 

helpful. Would enjoy another session; we both really enjoyed the session. It was also 

nice to meet the other parents in a similar position as us. Thank you very much for the 

opportunity; very informative session. Good to meet with other parents and to learn from 

each other. Thank you for putting it on; great session being able to ask anything about 

your child without being judged by anyone. 

Following these sessions one parent reported, in a TAF meeting, that an idea suggested 

by Margie Kelly, using a timetable so their child knows if it’s a school day or not had 

successfully been put into place and the child was happier about coming into school after 

the timetable was introduced.  

Building upon the links already developed with the community network ADDvanced 

Solutions, the school hosted a Family Learning Programme (FLP) during January and 

February 2019. This programme enabled parents and carers of children from Childwall 

CE School and members of the local community to learn more about the specific needs 

of their children. The three sessions of the FLP were extremely well received with the 

following comments a sample of those recorded on evaluation forms: The FLP has been 

very informative and has helped to educate me on Autism, also listening to others has 

given me reassurance; coming on this course has helped me immensely and I’m 

grateful. Thank you; great session, lots of practical solutions to implement at home. Feel 

it’s been a great support to myself and my family. I have a greater understanding of my 

child; this course has given me massive insight into ASD and other conditions and I’m so 

grateful. Thank you; again, another useful and informative session. More please!  

The school SENCo, with input from various staff members, successfully applied to the 
Local Authority for ‘top-up funding’ (TUF) renewal for five pupils with additional needs 
and two new TUF applications. Five of the seven children in receipt of TUF have an 
EHCP. This funding has been used to ensure that the children receive the appropriate 
level of support, for example adult support or specifically purchased resources.  
 
An application for an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) has been made to the Local 
Authority (LA) for six pupils; three of the applications resulted in the LA writing an EHCP 
for the pupils, the LA assessed three pupils as part of the EHCP application process, two 
applications were turned down following the assessment and a decision is yet to be 
made on the third; one application was rejected because the LA deemed that the school 
had sufficient support in place and the child had made progress in key areas. 
 
In addition, the SENCo attended an EHCP Moderating Panel meeting in the summer 
term after an invitation was extended from the LA as a way of ensuring appropriate 
representation from multi-agency partners, including schools. The panel, which meets on 
a weekly basis, considers requests from schools and parents for statutory 
assessment. Attendance at the Moderating Panel has helped to inform the SENCo’s 
practice when applying for EHCPs and discussing future applications with 
parents/carers.  
 
The school offers a wide-range of extra-curricular activities that are accessed and 
enjoyed by all pupils. In the last academic year, 87% of pupils identified as having SEND 
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participated in at least one extra-curricular activity with 50% attending three or more and 
56% gained enough credits to graduate from the Children’s University alongside their 
peers. The children participated in a range of activities such as cross-country, pen-pal 
club, mindfulness, tennis, Lego, Lacrosse, choir and matball.  
 
Nineteen children with SEND also took part in the residential trips offered to Y2, Y4 and 
Y6 children. All of these achievements are celebrated and shared with the whole school 
community, in-line with all other children. 
 
Following the introduction of the exciting and inspirational project, Can Do, in the 
academic year 2017-18 a second project ran during the autumn term 2018, in 
collaboration with Leonard Cheshire Disability and Childwall Abbey School. Can Do is a 
volunteering programme for young disabled people offering support, information and 
training through bespoke programmes. As part of this project, a group of sixth form 
students from Childwall Abbey School worked to complete a City and Guilds Certificate 
by learning about the sport Boccia from a representative of Disability Opportunities in 
Sports UK (DO Sports). The students from Childwall Abbey were taught to both play and 
teach Boccia in order that they could then teach it to the children of Childwall CE Primary 
School. All involved liked the inclusivity of the sport and how it can be adapted to teach 
different skills. This fabulous project enabled the students from Childwall Abbey School 
to build confidence, socialise and cultivate new skills whilst the children of Childwall CE 
School had the opportunity to reach out to and integrate with the local community.  

The school also introduced the ROAR response to mental health in schools, an initiative 
developed by Merseyside Youth Association’s RAISE team, in response to the findings 
of a citywide review of whole school approaches to mental health. The ROAR response 
offers tips around building resilience in children as well as equipping adults to spot the 
signs and symptoms of a child experiencing problems with their mental health.  

In addition to the above developments, a pupil with SEND from Y3 was invited to attend 
the Liverpool Sensory Service Awards in October 2018. The awards ceremony was a 
hugely inspiring evening which celebrated the remarkable achievements of children 
across Liverpool with sensory impairments. Not only did the pupil win the award that they 
were nominated for but they were also given the special award at the end of the evening. 
This prize was awarded for the way the pupil overcame physical challenges to gain 
exceptional Key Stage One SATs results.  
 

2019 Data  

KS2 SATs 2019 

Numbers of pupils reaching Age Related Expectations by the end of Y6: 

Reading  1/6 children  

Writing   1/6 children                                                                                                            

Maths            0/6 children 

KS1 SATs 2019 

There were eleven children on the SEN register in Y2.  
6 pupils met the Age Related Expectation for Reading; 3 in Writing and 5 in Maths. 
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Phonics Screening Check 

Four children with SEN were re-screened in Y2 for the PSC and two of these children 
reached the expected standard. Of the two children from Y1 on the SEN Register one 
child passed the PSC and the other will be re-screened in Y2. 

Further development 

Our strategic plans for developing and enhancing SEN provision in our school include 
ensuring the SEND Code of Practice is effectively embedded and lived out; the audit and 
purchasing of resources to continue to support those children with SEND; the effective 
use of PIVATS 5 (Performance Indicators for Valued Assessment and Targeted 
Learning) to enhance monitoring and assessment procedures; further development of 
the role of the LSA to, more precisely, target support to pupil need; staff to be trained in 
Dyscalculia; coffee mornings/afternoons will continue to be organised to support 
parents/carers, the first of which will be led by the ASD Training Team.  

Building-upon the links already developed with the ADHD Foundation, the school will be 
hosting further staff training as well as offering an ‘ADHD Skill Building’ session to enable 
parents/carers to learn more about the specific needs of their children. Therapists from 
the ADHD Foundation will also be working with pupils who have ADHD over a number of 
sessions. This link with the ADHD Foundation has been established through the SEN 
Consortium of which our school is a part and works closely with. 

It is also an aim that the participation of children identified as having SEND in extra-
curricular activities will increase further, particularly with the development of the Active 
Breakfast Club, designed to engage those pupils who haven’t attended any other 
sporting club in the last academic year. The club, which will receive funding from the 
Liverpool Active Promise Fund to deliver a programme running a variety of sports before 
school, aims to develop positive sporting experiences to help the children enhance their 
skills, develop sporting self-esteem and build resilience whilst educating them on the 
benefits of healthy eating. 
  
In preparing this report, we have included staff, parents/carers and children through, for 
example, training sessions for staff and feedback from staff and parents/carers after 
Pupil Profile, EP, EHAT, TAF, EHCP meetings. 

Relevant school policies underpinning this SEN Information Report include: 

SEND Policy, Marking and Feedback Policy, Equal Opportunities Policy, Behaviour for 
Learning Policy, Accessibility Policy.  

Legislative Acts taken into account when compiling this report include: 

 Children & Families Act 2014 

 Equality Act 2010 

 Mental Capacity Act 2005 
 
Contact Details of External Partners: 
 
We are part of the South Central Consortium within Liverpool LA. As part of this group, 
we access additional services. The group also serves as an opportunity to share 
information with other SENCos, headteachers and outreach workers.    
 

Date presented to, and approved by, the Governing Body: 10.10.19 


