
The Tudors
Introducing the Tudors



The War of the Roses
At the beginning of the 15th century, England was ruled by the House of 
Lancaster. Henry IV held the throne of England, but not everybody was 

happy about this. 
Henry IV’s father was John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, and his uncle was  

Edmund, the Duke of York. The two families of Lancaster and York both 
wanted to rule England and this family feud was to lead to a war. The 

war became known as the War of the Roses.
The war was given its name due to the symbols of each house; a red rose 

for Lancaster and a white rose for York.

Lancaster York



The War of the Roses
From 1455, the two houses were at war 
with each other. A series of important 

battles led to the crown changing hands 
between Lancaster and York several times. 



The War of the Roses
When Edward IV died of natural causes in 1483, the 
crown went to his brother who became Richard III. 

Richard III would only hold the crown for the House of 
York for two years before it was taken from him by 

another Henry, Henry VII of Lancaster, who would end 
the War of the Roses once and for all.



The Battle of Bosworth
The final battle of the War of the Roses was at Bosworth 
in Leicestershire. This battle saw Richard III knocked 
from his horse and killed by Henry VII, passing the 
crown from York to Lancaster.



The Tudor Rose
With the battle won Henry Tudor became Henry VII of England. He 
decided that he would end the war between Lancaster and he 
married Edward IV’s daughter, Elizabeth.

Now Lancaster and York were one family and the war could end. 
To mark this event, Henry created a new symbol for his house 
which shows a red and white rose joined together. This became 
known as the Tudor Rose.



Henry’s son, also called Henry followed 
him to the throne and he became King 
Henry VIII. He reigned for 36 years 
from 1509 – 1547. He became known 
for his 6 marriages. 



Catherine of Aragon

Catherine HowardAnne of Cleves

Anne Boleyn Jane Seymour

Catherine Parr

http://www.schooltube.com/video/123d1074578941487a5f/


Henry VIII’s Wives Date of 
Marriage

How long 
she was 
Queen

Name of 
Child (If 

any)

What happened to her

Catherine of 
Aragon

Anne Boleyn

Jane Seymour

Anne of Cleves

Catherine Howard

Catherine Parr

Use the interent to research his wives 
and complete this table.



Plot the order of Henry VIII’s wives onto your 
timeline

1500 1510 1520 1530 1540 1550



In 1534, Henry wanted to divorce his first wife Catherine of Aragon so that 
he could marry his new love, Anne Boleyn who he hoped would give him a 
son.

At the time, England was a Catholic country and the head of the Church, 
the Pope, would not allow divorce as the Catholic faith believed in marriage 
for life

Henry VIII therefore set up the Church of England and made all Church 
officials swear that he was its leader so he could arrange his own divorce. 
This process was called the reformation and was confirmed by the Act of 
Supremacy (1534) which declared Henry to be the Supreme Head of the 
Church of England.

Henry VIII and the Church



• He oversaw the union of England and Wales in the 
Laws in Wales Act of 1535;

• he joined England with Ireland in the Crown of 
Ireland Act of 1542;

• he expanded the control of royal power over his 
subjects;

• he oversaw the English Reformation;
• he used execution as a punishment for treason and 

heresy (mainly against people who tried to oppose 
him);

• he spent so much money on the Royal Courts he 
was on the verge of bankruptcy.

Henry did many of other things as well as get married lots of 
times when he was king…


