
A Blast from the Past!



Key Vocabulary for our new topic

Past

Present

Future

Then

Now

Recent

Old

New

Timeline

Decade

Do you 
recognise any 

of this 
vocabulary?

Do you know 
what any of 
these words 

mean?  



Learning Objective

 WALT: To understand what a timeline is and know how and 
why they are used.



Key vocabulary 

 Past – The past is when something has already happened.

Last year, I was in Reception.

 Present – The present is what is happening now.

I am learning about the past, present and future as part of my history lesson in Year 1.

 Future – The future hasn’t happened yet, it is still to come.

I can’t wait to learn even more in the future, when I am in Year 2!



What is a timeline?

Thinking 
Time!

Talk to 
your 

partner!

What do you think a timeline is?
What do you think timelines are used 

for?

Do you know of any timeline examples?



This is a timeline!

20202010200019901980

This timeline 
is counting in 

decades.
A decade is 10 

years.

A timeline is important events arranged in the order in which they happened, this is 
called chronological order. It is similar to the number lines that we use in maths, 
except we are looking at days, months or years, depending on the type of timeline. A 
timeline starts with the earliest event and finishes with the most recent event. 
Timelines are used in history because they explain what happened during a certain 
time. A timeline can show the past and the present. 
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A timeline of recent history

This is a timeline from recent history. It shows when some very important events took place.



Using a timeline – recent history timeline questions

Use the recent history timeline to help you answer the following questions.

Can you name the year when the first event on the timeline took place?

In what year did World War One end?

When did Neil Armstrong land on the moon for the first time?

What happened in 2012?

Can you point to the year when you were born on the timeline?



Task 1 - Your Own Timeline!

Your activity is to create a timeline of your 
life so far. You are going to start your timeline 

on the year you were born. The other boxes 
are for you to include some important things 
that have happened during your life so far. 

These events could be welcoming a new 
brother or sister into the family, maybe you 

got a new pet, it could be the year you started 
walking or talking, it is up to you. Don’t 

forget to write the year with each milestone!



Task 2 - A Timeline of Somebody Else

You are going to create a timeline of somebody 
else. You can choose someone in your family, a 

friend or even someone famous! You are going to 
research the person you would like to make a 

timeline about, asking them questions about their 
life so far (if it is someone you know) and finding 
out some important things that have happened in 
their life. Start the timeline with when they were 
born and then fill the rest of the timeline in with 
some facts. Don’t forget write down the year each 

event happened and remember to complete the 
timeline in chronological order.


