
A Blast from the Past!



History: Old and New

Thinking 
Time!

When was the past?

When is the present?

What is a timeline?

How long is a decade?

Talk to 
your 

partner!



A Blast from the Past: 
How has school changed?



Learning Objective

WALT: To identify the differences in school life as a result of 
historical changes. 



A Timeline of Childwall CE Primary School
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I Spy!
What do 

you notice 
that is 

different? 

Talking 
Partners! Blast to the Past: What was school like in the 

past?



Classrooms in the Past

 The teacher stood up or sat on a tall chair at the 
front so they could easily see all the children. 

 School children sat on benches behind their own 
wooden desks. There could be up to 60 children!

 Classrooms were very big and had no carpet. There 
was a single iron stove at the front near the teacher, 
but the children at the back would often be very 
cold! 

 Children who were silly would have to wear the 
Dunce hat and sit in the corner.

 If a child failed to follow the rules, the teacher 
would hit the child on the hand with a wooden cane. 
This is now banned (not allowed!) 

What do you 
notice that is 

different about 
the classroom in 

the past?



Learning Resources in the Past

 The children would have lessons in mostly 
Maths, English, Reading and Writing.

 The teacher and the children would write on 
blackboards with chalk.

 Older children could write in copy books using 
ink and a fountain pen.

 The children would learn through repetition. 
This could be through repeating facts out loud 
or this could be through copying facts over 
and over again on the blackboard.

 To support maths, the children used an 
abacus.

What do we 
have to support 

us in school 
now, in the 

present?



Playtime!

 During the 1960’s, children played outside 
often!

 The children would have played with hula 
hoops, skipping ropes and had to use their 
imagination.

 Other toys the children would have played 
with include marbles, rocking horses and 
wooden blocks.

How is playtime 
different today? 
Is there anything 
that is similar?



We are now going to become Childwall historians!

 What equipment did the children use in the past to help 
them learn?

 How were children treated by teachers in the past?

 What would it be like to be a pupil in school in the 
past?

 How does school life in the past compare to teaching 
and learning now?

 What has changed?

 What has stayed the same?

Have a think about the following questions. 



Your Task: Writing a Diary Entry

Imagine you went into a time machine and you 
are now attending a school from the past.

• What does your day look like?
• What toys will you play with?
• What is your teacher like? 
• What lessons will you learn?

You are going to write a diary entry about what 
your experience would be like if you were in a 

school from the past. Use the questions above to 
help you write!



Plenary: How are schools in the past different?

 What were the classrooms like in the past?

 What were the teachers like in the past?

 What equipment did the children use in the past to help them learn?

 How many children could be in one class in the past?

 How were children treated by teachers in the past?

 What would it be like to be a pupil in school in the past?

 How does this compare to teaching and learning now?

 What has changed?

 What has stayed the same?

 If you could choose, when would you choose to attend school then, or now?


