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Learning Objective

WALT: To estimate and measure the length of 
objects using standard units of measure.



What are standard units of measure?

Standard units are the units that we usually use 
to measure the weight, length or capacity of 

objects accurately. 

When we are measuring length, we can use a 
ruler which tells us how many centimetres long 

an object is.

We will learn about more standard units of 
measure in the next few weeks. 



Step 1
Place the 0cm mark on the 
ruler at one end of the object 
you are measuring. Make sure 
you are using the centimetre 
scale. Do not measure from the 
end of the ruler.



Step 2

Look at where the object ends. 
The number it has reached is 
the number of centimetres long 
the object is. So, the paper clip 
is 6cm long.



The rules of using a ruler.

Let’s Practise!

To measure this pencil, bring the ruler to it so that 
the zero of the ruler is at the end of the pencil.

You can see that it measures 16 centimetres (16cm).



The rules of using a ruler.

Let’s Practise!

You can see that it measures 12 centimetres (12cm).

To measure this pen, bring the ruler to it so that 
the zero of the ruler is at the end of the pen.



Sometimes the object will measure exactly half way 
between centimetres, like this:

Half a Centimetre

You can see that this lolly stick is half way 
between 10 and 11 centimetres, so we would say it 

measures 10 ½ cm (or 10.5cm).



Your Activity!

Today, you are going to use a ruler to 
estimate and measure different 
objects. Once you have finished 

estimating and measuring, you are 
going to write down the objects that 

were the longest and shortest. 

If you would like to challenge 
yourself, have a go at the challenge 

work on metres and centimetres. 
Please do not feel that you must 

complete this piece of work as it is 
quite challenging - only have a go if 

you feel you can. 


