
Do you 
recognise any 

of these 
objects?

What do you 
think connects 

all of the 
pictures 

together?

Thinking Time!



An Introduction to Baptism



Learning Objective

WALT: To learn about what a baptism is, what happens during this 
special ceremony and why it is important to Christians.



Starter Activity: Belonging 

A sense of belonging is very important. It helps us to feel part of a special group. That special group 
could be your family, your friends, your church, your community or your school. Even though we 
can’t be together in school at the moment, you belong with Childwall Church of England Primary 

School, and you belong with Year 1. 



Starter Activity: Belonging

Please discuss the following questions:

• How do you feel when you belong to something?

• How can we include people and help them to feel 
like they belong too?

Thinking 
Time!

Your Activity: We all belong in Year 1, we fit together like a puzzle. Please choose a puzzle piece and draw 
a picture of you on it – don’t forget to put your name on it too! When we come back together we will see 

how we all fit together.



Welcoming a New Baby into Faith
A baby being born is a very happy time. People celebrate it in lots of ways.

Has a baby been born in your family?
How did you celebrate it?



Religious Celebrations 

Different religions have special ways of 
celebrating the birth of a baby. Some Hindu and 
Muslim faiths shave their babies heads. In the 
Jewish faith, babies have special events where 

their names are revealed to everyone.

We will be 
learning more 

about how babies 
are welcomed 

into other faiths 
in this topic.



Welcoming a New Baby - Christianity 

Today we are going to learn about a 
special celebration from the Christian 

religion.

Our special book is called the Bible and 
Jesus is an important person to us. Some 

of us go to church.

In Christianity, a baby is welcomed into 
the faith during a ceremony called a 

Christening or a Baptism.



Prior Learning - Create a Mind Map: 
What do you already know about baptism?

You only need to 
write a couple of 
answers. If you 

don’t know, please 
don’t worry!

Baptism



What is a Baptism?

This is a special service in church when the 
family and vicar thank God for a new baby. The 

priest or vicar welcomes the baby into God’s 
family.

At the start of the christening, the vicar will 
welcome people to the church and then read 

something from the Bible.



What is a Baptism?

Special people attend this important service in church. There are also 
many special objects that are used throughout the ceremony. 

We are now going to watch a Baptism. As you watch the following 
video clips, have a think about these questions:

• Who attends the Baptism?
• What special objects are used in the ceremony?

• Why are these objects used?
• How are the family feeling at the service? Why?

Part 1: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zm87tfr

Part 2:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zr34wmn

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zm87tfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zr34wmn


Baptism
Thinking 

Time!
Talk to 
your 

partner!

Now you have watched the video clip, discuss these questions:

• Who attends the Baptism?
• What special objects are used in the ceremony?

• Why are these objects used?
• How are the family feeling at the service? Why?



Before the Baptism – Christening Gown

The baby will wear a special outfit because a 
baptism is a very special occasion in their life.



During the Baptism: Special People

Many people can attend the Baptism of a baby. 
The presence of the baby’s parents and extended 
family is very important. Godparents are also an 

important part of the baptism service. 

Before the baptism, the parents of the baby 
choose godparents to help them to look after 

their child.

Along with the parents of the baby at the 
baptism, the godparents say they believe in God 

then make special promises to look after the 
child and help him or her to grow up to be a 

good Christian person.



During the Baptism: The Sign of the Cross

Sometimes in a christening, the vicar will
dip their hand in some oil. They will then 
move their hand in the shape of a cross 

over the baby’s head.

The cross is special to Christians because we 
believe Jesus died on a cross.



During the Baptism: The Font

Lots of churches have a font, which has water in 
it. The vicar pours water into the font then blesses 
it. The baby has some of this special water poured 

over their head to show that the baby is clean, 
pure and a new member of God’s family. 



During the Baptism: Prayers

Praying is talking to God. During the 
christening, special prayers are said for 

the baby.

If you were going 
to say a prayer for 

a baby, what 
would you say?



During the Baptism: A Candle

Sometimes at a christening, a special candle is lit. The 
vicar will say to the baby ‘Shine as a light in the world 

to the glory of God’.

A candle brings light to 
dark places. Can you 

think of ways that bad 
times could be made 

better, just like the light 
makes darkness go away? 



After the Baptism: Baptism Certificate 
and Candle

Once the baby has been baptised, the parents 
will be given a certificate to show this has 
happened and a candle which the baby can 
keep to always remind them that they are a 

part of God’s family.



After the Baptism: A Party

After the christening, family 
and friends might have a 

special meal or a party. It is a 
very happy time.

What special 
food would 
you have at 

a party?



Activity 1: Label the Baptism Scene

Use the information that you have learned about Baptism to complete the 
Baptism labelling activity. There are two different levels of challenge –

choose the sheet that suits you.



Activity 2: Act it out!

Hopefully, you now understand the many important 
aspects of a Christian Baptism ceremony. It’s time for 

you to act it out! You can act it out in with your 
family or on your own, whatever suits you best. Don’t 
forget to take some pictures and put them on Seesaw!


