
The Baptism of Jesus



Learning Objective

WALT: To understand that Baptism marks the beginning of a 
journey into the Christian faith.



Prior Learning: Welcoming babies into 
Christianity

Thinking 
Time!

How are babies welcomed into the 
Christian faith?

Can you explain the ceremony?

What special people attend the service?
Can you remember what special objects 

are used during baptism?



The Baptism of Jesus

I am sure you are wondering where baptism came from. 
We are now going to explore the story of Jesus’ Baptism.



The Story of Jesus’ Baptism

In Bible times, there was a man 
called John the Baptist. He told 
people about God and baptised 
them in the river. Prophets had 

said he would be the person who 
would prepare the way for Jesus.

prophets: People who are 
given messages from God 

to tell people.



The Story of Jesus’ Baptism

Jesus came one day to the River 
Jordan. He asked John the Baptist to 

baptise him in the river. John the 
Baptist said, “I should be baptised by 

you, not the other way round!”
Jesus replied, “No, you baptise me. It 

will fulfil what the 
prophets said.”

John the Baptist told people that he would baptise them with water. He also told 
them that someone else was coming who would baptise them with something more 

powerful than water. That person was Jesus.



The Story of Jesus’ Baptism

As soon as Jesus came back 
out of the water, the sun came 
out to shine. A dove came and 
landed on him. A voice came 
out of heaven and said, “This 
is my Son. I love him and I 

am pleased with him.”

So John the Baptist baptised Jesus in the River Jordan. He pushed Jesus under 
the water and then brought him back up again.



Activity 1 – Act it out!

a dove 
coming to 
land on 

Jesus and 
the voice 

from heaven

Jesus being 
pushed 

under the 
water by 

John

Jesus asking 
John to 

baptise him, 
and John 

wondering if 
he should

John the 
Baptist 

baptising 
others and 

telling them 
about God

With your family, create a freeze frame for each of 
the scenes from the story. Think about how each 

character might be feeling at the time. What 
expressions will be on their faces?

The story of Jesus’ baptism has these different scenes:



Baptism is a ceremony where a person has water put on their head or where 
their whole body is put under water. It takes place to mark the beginning of 

a person’s journey of faith. The water symbolises them having their sins
washed away or being washed clean. For Christians, it marks the end of 

their old life and the beginning of their new life 
of faith.

What is Baptism?

journey of faith: This is a person’s life as a religious
believer. In this case, it is the time that a person is a 

Christian and the things they do in their life that are 
part of them following their religion.

symbolises: This means one 
thing represents, or makes you 

think of, something else.

sins: Christians believe that 
sins are wrong actions that 

are not what God would want 
a person to do.

Now that you have heard the story of Jesus’ baptism, 
what do you think baptism is?



Baptism in adults and children

These people are celebrating their baptism.



Baptism in the River Jordan

Some people still travel to the River Jordan today to get baptised. Why do you think people are 
willing to travel far away to get baptised, rather that getting baptised at their local church?



Baptism Gifts

A baptism is a special event for a Christian. Often, people give gifts to help people celebrate and 
remember this special time. These gifts might be a Bible, a prayer book, a photo frame or a piece 

of jewellery.

What gift would you 
give someone who has 

just been baptised? 

What kind of gift 
might be useful?



Your Activity: Design a Gift

In this activity, you are going to design a gift for a baby to 
celebrate their baptism. Your chosen gift should be something that 
can help the person remember their baptism or be useful for their 

journey of faith.


