
The History of Technology



Learning Objective

 WALT: To understand how technology has changed over time.



Prior Knowledge of TechnologyThinking 
Time!

Talk to 
your 

partner!

What is technology? Can you think of any examples of 
technology?



What is Technology?

Technology is defined as:
“machinery and devices developed from scientific knowledge”.



Examples of Technology



The History of Technology

Technology has changed a lot over time. Can you think of any examples of technology that has changed?



How has communication changed?

In the late 1800s, a man named Alexander 
Graham Bell invented the first telephone 
using wire to transmit voices over long 

distances. 
Early phones needed to be fixed with wires 

but with modern technology, telephone calls 
can be sent through radio waves or satellites, 

which makes them cordless. 
Modern mobile phones can not only make 
phone calls but they can be used for text 

messaging, taking photos, playing games and 
accessing the Internet. Over the years, phones 

have also become smaller and 
lighter to carry. These days, people can not 

only hear each other talking, but they have a 
small screen that allows people to see each 

other as well.

Can you put 
these telephones 
in chronological 

order?



What can you use a mobile phone for now?



How has the way we listen to music changed?

We used to have portable tape players 
and discmans.

Radios sent messages by radio 
waves in the air, instead of 

through wires. In the early 1920s, 
people spent hours listening to 
stations that were broadcasting 
news, music, sports, drama and 

variety shows.

We now have many 
ways of listening to 

music. We have iPads, 
tablets, mobile phones, 
Alexa, car radios and 

much more!



How has TV changed?

The invention of television in the 1920s was a 
breakthrough in technology because it was the first 
time sound and pictures could be sent over the air.  
At first, television images were only displayed in 

black and white and it wasn’t until the 1970s that 
people could see colour on the screen. 

Remote controls were first available in the 1980s.



How have computers and gaming changed?

In the early 1940s, the first electric 
computer was created but it was very 

large and not like the computers we use 
today.  Since then, inventors have 

transformed the way computers work so 
that they are faster, more mobile, more 
powerful and multifunctional (we can 
use them for lots of different things!) 

Along with the invention of the Internet 
in the 1990s, people became 

interconnected through computer 
networks that link computers worldwide. 

There are many popular ways of 
communication over the internet, such as 

email, social networking and instant 
messaging.  



Developments in Technology

What will computers be like in 100 years?

Will we still use mobile phones?

How will television programmes be shown?

Do you think in 100 years, there will be more changes in technology?



Your Activity – Past and Present Technology

You need to decide where each 
picture goes depending on 

whether it is technology from the 
past or present. 



Extension - Technology Research

Research some technology from 
the past and create a timeline of 

how this technology has 
developed or changed over time.


