
Toys Through Time



Learning Objective

 WALT: To understand that toys have developed and changed through time.



Thinking Time!

Think of a modern toy.

• What is it made from?
• What colour is it?
• How does it work?
• Does it move?
• Does it need batteries?
• What is the best thing about the toy?



Toys!

Here are some very popular toys that are around at the moment! Do you recognise any?



Thinking Time!

Now, think of an old toy.

• What is it made from?
• How does it work?
• Does it move?
• Will it need batteries?



Toys have been around for a long time…
Here are some old toys from the past. Do you recognise any of these? Are any of 

these toys still popular today?



How could we find out about toys from the past?
Talk to 
your 

partner!

Thinking 
Time



How could we find out about toys from the past?

We could go to the museum.

We could ask our family, like our 
parents or grandparents. 

We could search online.

We could read books or watch a TV 
programme set in the period of time 

that we want to learn about.



What are toys made from?

Old and new toys are made from lots of different materials. Do you recognise any of the materials 
below? What toys can you think of that is made from these materials? 

wood metal plastic fabric

cotton glass ceramic



Comparing Old Toys and New Toys

Taken from Twinkl.



Comparing Old Toys and New Toys

Old Car
• Made of tin
• Only goes in straight lines
• Runs on clockwork

New Car
• Made of plastic
• Can be steered by remote control
• Runs on batteries



Toy Timeline

This is an example of a toy timeline.

Since 2001, lots of new 
toys have been made! Can 

you think of any?

Taken from Twinkl.



Your Activity – Toy Timeline

You are going to create a toy 
timeline using the information 

about the history of toys. 
Remember, the toy timeline must be 

in chronological order.



Challenge

Create a fact file about a toy of your 
choice – it could be an old toy or a new 
toy. Discuss what it is made from, how 

you use the toy and what you like 
about it. Don’t forget to write a fun fact 
about your toy (this could be when it 

was first made) and then draw a 
picture of it! 


