


What is a story setting?

• The setting of a story is the place where the 
story takes place.

For example,
The setting in the story ‘The Gruffalo’ is a deep, 
dark wood.



• Stories can take place in lots of different 
places.

• Have a look at the following slides for some 
examples of different story settings.



Forest



City



Village



Port



Beach



Mountain



Space



Antarctic



Valley



Haunted House



Lagoon



Castle



Town



Farm



• Sometimes, we use the terms ‘familiar settings’ or ‘fantasy 
settings’.

• Familiar settings are settings that we are familiar with. These 
settings are places that we see in our everyday lives.
For example – school, church, park, shop

• Fantasy settings are settings that we have to use our 
imagination to think of. These can be imaginary places or can 
be places that we may never have been to or never will go to.
For example – space, under the sea, a world made of sweets



Activity 1 – Labelling settings
• You are going to draw two familiar settings and two fantasy settings. 

• Underneath your drawings, write the names of the settings that you 
have chosen.

• Finally, you are going to label the settings. Identify the things you 
would be able to see in each of the settings. For example, if you drew 
space as a fantasy setting, you could label the planets and stars.

• For the fantasy settings, you can use 
the examples from the previous slide for 
ideas, think of your own from books 
you have read or you could even design 
your own!

• Remember you don’t have to print the 
sheet off. You can do your work on a 
piece of paper and use the sheet as a 
guide on how to lay out your work.

• When you have finished this activity continue to look through this 
presentation to find out what to do next.



Read the setting description below, 
can you guess the setting?

The beautiful sky is filled with colourful kites soaring 
up and down. The crystal clear water is crashing on 
the warm, golden sand. The smell of seaweed fills the 
air. The sound of children laughing and seagulls 
flying overhead can be heard. Buckets, spades and 
seashells are scattered on the ground.



Read the setting description below, 
can you guess the setting?

The beautiful sky is filled with colourful kites soaring 
up and down. The crystal clear water is crashing on 
the warm, golden sand. The smell of seaweed fills the 
air. The sound of children laughing and seagulls 
flying overhead can be heard. Buckets, spades and 
seashells are scattered on the ground.

The seaside (the beach). 



Activity 2 – Writing a setting description

• Choose one familiar setting and one fantasy setting that 
you have drawn.

• You are now going to write a setting description for that 
setting. Anyone reading your setting description should be 
able to guess what the setting is by reading your 
description.

• Imagine you are there. What would you be able to see, hear, 
touch or smell? Remember to use lots of adjectives 
(describing words) and detail in your sentences.

• Remember you don’t have to print the sheet off. You can do 
your work on a piece of paper and use the sheet as a guide 
on how to lay out your work.


