
MONDAY 8 MARCH
THE TRANSFIGURATION, MARK 9:2-13

Read the Bible passage

In the Old Testament, God appeared to His people at Mount Sinai: ‘there was thunder and 
lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the 

camp trembled’ (Ex 19:16). 

Something even more amazing happened in our story today. Jesus goes up a mountain, 
clouds are there and everyone is afraid. Then two of the greatest leaders of God’s people 

appear: Moses and Elijah. It is very similar to Mount Sinai. God speaks out of the cloud 
declaring, like at the baptism, that ‘This is my Son, whom I love’ (Mark 9:7). Jesus appears 

dazzling white – shining, sparkling and radiant! 

Suddenly everything disappears, but Jesus remains. Jesus is the bridge between God and 
humanity. 

We’re also given a glimpse of the glory of Jesus: glory that will be revealed more fully when 
He’s resurrected. 

Jesus needed God’s encouragement that He’s the Beloved Son because He’s getting further 
along on His journey to the Cross, where He must suffer and be rejected (Mark 9:12).

Questions to discuss:
What happened at Mount Sinai? Clouds, lightning, thunder, God’s glory and Moses were there. 

People were terrified.

How was it similar and different at this mountain? There were clouds, Moses was there, Jesus 
was dazzling bright, the disciples were frightened, and God spoke.

What does this event show us about Jesus? Jesus remains – unlike Moses and Elijah. Jesus 
has a dazzling glory, which we’ll see again at His resurrection (Mark 9:9-10).

Pray
Praise God that power and the glory belong to Jesus.

Mufasa speaks to Simba in ‘The Lion King’

Simba is about to rescue his family and needs reassurance from his father. Spot the similarities 
and differences to the Transfiguration!



TUESDAY 9 MARCH
THE BOY WITH AN EVIL SPIRIT 

IS HEALED, MARK 9:14-32
Read the Bible passage

Yesterday we saw a dazzling glimpse of Jesus’ glory at the ‘Transfiguration’ and straight 
after this a man has a demon-possessed son. The disciples are unable to cast out the demon. 
Since an early age, this boy would roll around, with foam coming out of his mouth (v18) and 

sometimes he’d be thrown into water or fire (v22). It then happens right in front of Jesus (v20). 

The solution is prayer and belief: Jesus says, ‘everything is possible for him who believes’ (v23). 
The disciples couldn’t get rid of the demon because they weren’t praying (v29). 

At the end of the passage, Jesus talks about how He will be betrayed, killed and then rise 
again (v31). This boy looked dead and came back to life when Jesus took him by the hand 

(v26-27). This was a picture of what’s going to happen to Jesus: He will die, and God will raise 
Him back to life. 

Questions to discuss:
How would you have felt if you were the father of the demon-possessed boy? Encourage your 
children to share lots of possible feelings: frustration, sadness, disappointment, helplessness, 

fear etc.

What did Jesus say would help the boy be set free from the demons? Belief in Jesus (v23-24) 
and prayer (v29).

Is there an impossible situation you/ your friends are facing that you could bring to Jesus in 
prayer? 

Pray
Praise Jesus that nothing is impossible for Him and bring the situation to Him in prayer.

Nothing is Impossible

Listen to this song by Planetshakers Kids.



WEDNESDAY 10 MARCH
JAMES AND JOHN ASK A FAVOUR, MARK 10:35-45

Read the Bible passage

James and John ask Jesus for a favour. Jesus says, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’. 
They want power: ‘Let one of us sit at Your right and the other at Your left in Your glory’ (v37). 

Before Jesus goes to the throne, Jesus says He must ‘drink a cup’ and ‘be baptised’. Both 
pictures describe what happened at the cross.

‘Drink the cup’ refers to Jesus taking on the anger of God on Himself. God’s anger is 
sometimes pictured as a cup of wine that must be drunk (Jeremiah 25:15, Isaiah 51:17).

Jesus has already been baptised (Mark 1), but the baptism that Jesus talks about is dying on 
the cross. Baptism is a picture of dying (going down into the water) and of resurrection life 

(coming out of the water). 

Jesus says His followers will have the same path: a life of dying to self and rising in new life 
with Jesus (v39). Jesus summarises His mission in the last verse: ‘the Son of Man did not come 

to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.’ (v45)

Questions to discuss:
What would you ask for if Jesus was in the room now and said, ‘what do you want me to do 

for you?’ Try to encourage honest answers.

What was the cup Jesus said He was going to drink? And what was the baptism Jesus was 
going to face? The cup was a picture of the anger or judgment of God. Baptism was a picture 

of the death He would face on the cross, and the resurrection life of Him rising again.

What feelings do you think Jesus had through this discussion? Explore a range of emotions: 
love to go to the cross, frustration at the disciples’ misunderstanding, commitment to suffer for 

those He loved.  

Pray
Thank God that nothing was going to stop Jesus from going to the cross.

Liverpool FC basking in the glory

James and John wanted to participate in Jesus’ glory - celebrating like the football players.



THURSDAY 11 MARCH
BLIND BARTIMAEUS, MARK 10:46-52

Read the Bible passage

In today’s story we meet another blind man, named Bartimaeus. He understands who Jesus 
is – he calls Him ‘Son of David’ (v47, 48). He asks Jesus for mercy: ‘Jesus, Son of David, have 

mercy on me!’ (v47, 48). Mercy is kindness toward someone who doesn’t deserve it.

Jesus then asks the exact same question He asked James and John: ‘what do you want me to 
do for you?’ (v51). 

Secondly, Bartimaeus wanted to see. His faith in Jesus heals him (v52), because he knows 
Jesus is the King, with power to heal.

We are all a bit like Bartimaeus: we don’t deserve Jesus’ kindness, but Jesus loves to show His 
mercy to those who ask. If we ask Him, He will give us sight to see who He really is.

Questions to discuss:
What would it have felt like not to be able to see? Possibly: scary, confusing, being laughed at/ 

avoided.

What did Bartimaeus want from Jesus? Mercy – kindness that wasn’t deserved; Sight – he 
couldn’t see.

What was Jesus delighted to give Bartimaeus? Bartimaeus was given sight – a glimpse of 
Jesus’ mercy.

Pray
Pray the prayer that Bartimaeus said: ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’. 

Three Blind Children have Sight Restored

Jesus is still giving sight to the blind today.



FRIDAY 12 MARCH
THE RISEN ONE, PSALM 16:7-11

Read the Bible passage

There are 150 poems in the Bible that have been put together in one book called the Psalms. 
We can view the Psalms in different ways: as prayers we can pray in different situations, as 
Jesus’ book of prayers, or as prayers written about Jesus (being fulfilled by Him). This one 

was written by King David.

These verses were often used in the early Church to talk about Jesus rising again. The person 
described in the Psalm trusts completely in God supporting them: ‘because He is at my right 
hand, I shall not be shaken’ (v8). And there is a promise that this person will not rot in their 

grave: ‘You will not abandon me to the grave, nor will You let your Holy One see decay’ (v10). 
This person will rise back to life after death. The only person who has ever risen to resurrection 

life after dying is Jesus. 

As a result, Jesus will enjoy God’s amazing joyful presence (v11).

If we trust in Jesus, we can know resurrection life in the new creation and know the amazing 
joyful presence of God. 

Questions to discuss:
What was King David writing about Jesus in this psalm? Jesus’ resurrection – that His body 

wouldn’t rot but be made new.

What do you think it will be like to fully experience ‘joy in [God’s] presence’ in the new creation 
(v11)? Explore the what the feeling will be like – maybe use some experiences of joy here on 

earth to describe it.

Pray
Ask God to let you taste more of His amazing joyful presence this week.

The Beast is transformed

Death is not the end in ‘Beauty and the Beast’


