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Internet  and E-Safety Policy 
 
Every Child Matters Statement 
 
Childwall C.E. Primary School has embraced the “Every Child Matters” agenda 
and all staff are actively incorporating the key issues into all areas of both the 
curriculum and the physical, social and emotional aspects of school life.  The key 
issues are: 

 Be healthy 

 Stay safe 

 Enjoy and achieve 

 Make a positive contribution 

 Achieve economic well-being 
 
All staff recognise that these key issues are central to each child’s happiness, 
progress and security as clearly expressed in the school’s mission statement: 

“And the Child grew and became strong.  He was full of wisdom and God’s 
blessings were upon Him.”  Luke 2:40 
 

Childwall C.E. Primary School is an inclusive school. Staff do everything they can 
to help and support all pupils who have a diagnosed special educational need or 
any other barrier to learning. 
 
As part of our Christian Ethos we have selected Friendship, Thankfulness, 
Compassion and Forgiveness to be our core values which permeate through all 
our relationships, curriculum and school life. 

 
Why Use the Internet in School? 
 

 Keeping the Children Safe 
 
As with any other media – films, books, magazines, TV – the Internet contains 
materials that are not appropriate for children.  As the Internet is unregulated and 
open to anybody, there are opportunities for those with the inclination, to take 
advantage of the young and vulnerable.  Children need to be educated about the 
dangers and made aware of how they can take the most appropriate actions to 
keep them safe. 
 
Schools are relatively protected areas where pupils are able to access the 
Internet under human and technological supervision and monitoring, with filtering 
software in place.  In contrast, children using the Internet at home, in friends’ 
homes, in libraries etc.. may not have any of these safety mechanisms.  It is 
therefore a major aim of our school use that, within our secure environment, 
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children are educated and made aware of how to protect themselves online and 
get the maximum benefits from the Internet, whilst avoiding potential risk. 

 

 Educational Benefits 
 
We believe that the use of the World Wide Web and e-mail is worthwhile and is 
an essential skill for children as they grow up in the modern world.  Indeed, 
Internet use is a part of the statutory curriculum and a necessary tool for staff and 
pupils. The Internet provides children with access to literally thousands of library 
items to assist with research about a topic or find an answer to a specific 
question.  Opportunities exist to link with other schools around the world to share 
experiences or do joint work.  Children might also have the opportunity to 
communicate with ‘experts’ on a given subject, e.g. authors, and to access world-
wide educational resources including museums and art galleries, all under strict 
supervision.  Aimless ‘surfing’ should never be allowed.  Our children will be 
taught to use the Internet in response to an articulated need – e.g. a question 
arising from work in class.  Children should always be able to answer the 
question, “Why are we using the Internet?” 
 

Our Response to Potential Risks for Children of Using the 
Internet 
 

 Exposure to Inappropriate Material 
Since the Internet is unregulated, it contains material which is sexual, hateful, 
violent in nature or encouraging activities which are dangerous or illegal. 
Through our technical support agreement with Liverpool L.A, all Internet 
access in school is subject to filtering with ‘firewall’ software, intended to block 
all such material.  In addition, children are supervised at all times and 
educated to tell us immediately if they see something online which makes 
them feel uncomfortable or worried.  If staff or pupils do discover an 
unsuitable site, the URL (address) and content must be reported to the ICT 
coordinator who will, in turn, report it to the L.A to be blocked. 
 

 Physical Danger 
Although rare, there is a risk that, whilst on line, a child might provide 
information or arrange a meeting that could risk their own safety or that of 
others.  This is perhaps the most worrying and extreme risk associated with 
Internet safety.  It is therefore essential that, as a school, we educate the 
children about such danger, in line with other ‘stranger danger’ education 
delivered as part of the PHSE curriculum.  Potential risks from both school 
and home use are discussed and children advised to consider the ‘SMART’ 
acronym: 

S SECRET – Always keep name, address, mobile phone 
number etc.    private. 
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M MEETING – someone contacted on the Internet can be 
dangerous.  Only do so with parents’ permission and when 
they can be present. 

A ACCEPTING e-mails from someone they don’t really know 
or trust can be dangerous – they may contain viruses or 
nasty messages/ material. 

R REMEMBER someone online may be lying and may not be 
who they say they are.   

T TELL parents or teachers if someone or something makes 
them uncomfortable or worried. 

 

 Legal, financial and Commercial Issues 
There is a risk that a child could do something that has legal or financial 
consequences, such as giving out a parent’s credit card details or doing 
something that contravenes another person’s rights.  Plagiarism and 
copyright issues are becoming particularly associated with the Internet.  Also, 
advertising may be disguised as fact.  When teaching the children to use the 
Internet, emphasis is placed upon using information critically.  Children are 
advised to consider the usefulness of information; possible bias; reliability of 
source and whether information can be checked from a different source.  
Children are also educated about copyright and the importance of putting 
information into their own words or else attributing it to the author.  Again, a 
major aim of the school is to teach the children to be responsible users. 

 
 
It is clear that technology alone is unable to protect children.  Neither is it 
appropriate to totally refuse access to the Internet in order to avoid potential risk.  
Rather there needs to be a mixture of solutions – technological and educational.  
This means that in so far as possible the technological systems should be in 
place to protect children.  This has been addressed through use of the L.A 
‘firewall’.  However, more importantly, our children are taught how to behave 
online so if they are faced with potentially difficult decisions, either in school, or 
more likely elsewhere, they know how to react.   
Instruction in responsible and safe use should precede Internet access. 
 
 

Management of e-mail. 
 

 Through our service level agreement with the L.A, every member of staff and 
pupil in the school have their own e-mail account on the school domain.  
Pupils may use only these approved e-mail accounts on the school system.  

 E-mail use should only be for an approved educational purpose.  Pupils 
should not use e-mail in school for social use.  

 In many instances, it will be more appropriate to use the class teacher’s e-
mail address for class correspondence to an external organisation.  Any e-
mail sent externally should be checked by the teacher before sending. 
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 Pupils must not reveal personal details or arrange to meet anyone in e-mail 
communication. 

 Pupils should not open e-mail if they do not recognise the source.  They 
should tell the teacher if they do not recognise the sender’s details or if they 
receive offensive or worrying e-mail. 

 

 
 
Management of School Website  
 
Childwall Church of England Primary School operates the following policy on its 
website regarding the use of photographs and names, to ensure the privacy and 
safety of pupils at the school: 
 
1. Where pupils are named, only their first names are given; 
2. Where a pupil is named, no photograph of that pupil is displayed; 
3. Where a photograph is used which shows a pupil, no name is displayed. 
 
By observing these points, the school ensures that visitors to the website cannot 
link images of pupils to names of pupils. When choosing photographs for the 
website, the school is mindful of the way pupils may appear in them, and will not 
include images which are in any way inappropriate, such as close-up portrait 
shots of individual pupils. 
 
The school follows a policy of seeking parents' permission via a consent form 
which is collected each September before using images which show pupils on 
the website. Parents are entitled to change their mind at any time about this 
consent. Parents may also contact us to request removal of a photograph of their 
child if they feel it is inappropriate in any way. 
 
www.childwallce.co.uk is hosted by Primarysite.net, a company which specialises 
in safe, secure websites for schools. The website has restricted access to 
photographs, with right-clicking and copying of pages and their elements 
restricted to prevent unauthorised use of photographs. 
  
No other private information about pupils is ever published on the website such 
as surnames or contact details. 
 
 

Management of ‘Chat’ 
 

 Children will only have access to regulated educational chat environments.  
This use will always be supervised and the importance of chat room safety 
emphasised. 

 

http://www.childwallce.co.uk/
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Authorised Internet Access 
 
 Parents will be informed that pupils will be provided with supervised Internet 

access.   

 Parents will be asked to sign and return a consent form. 

 Class teachers will keep a record of any pupils who are restricted from 
Internet access, ensuring that all relevant parties are aware of this. 

 At Key Stage 1, access to the Internet will be mainly by adult demonstration 
with occasional directly supervised access to specific, approved on-line 
materials. 

 At Key Stage 2, children will have supervised individual use to the Internet, in 
response to an articulated need – e.g. a question arising from work in class.  
Children should always be able to answer the question, “Why are we using 
the Internet?”  

 

 
Involving Parents in Children’s Internet Use 
 
Whilst children’s use of the Internet outside school is not specifically the school’s 
responsibility, we are concerned that children remain safe in its use.  As such, 
the following steps have been taken: 

 Children are educated in safe use and made aware of how to protect 
themselves online and get the maximum benefits from the Internet, whilst 
avoiding potential risk. 

 Safety advice from ‘Childnet International’ has been distributed to parents. 
www.childnet-int.org/safety/parents.html 

 A list of recommended websites and search engines for children has been 
distributed to parents. 

 Parents are encouraged to discuss their concerns about Internet use with 
the ICT coordinator. 
 
 
 

Literature used in the writing of this policy: 
 
BECTa ict advice – www.ictadvice.org.uk 
 
www.childnet-int.org/safety/parents.html 
 
Kent National Grid for Learning Schools Internet Policy, June 2001 
 
www.safety.ngfl.gov.uk/schools 
 
www.safekids.com 

http://www.ictadvice.org.uk/
http://www.childnet-int.org/safety/parents.html
http://www.safety.ngfl.gov.uk/schools
http://www.safekids.com/
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