
        Childwall CE Primary School - Geography Progression Ladder                        

Skills of a Year 1 Geographer: 
 
- Know and understand about the 
local area and its physical and 
human geography  
-Create a landmark as part of a 
simple class map  
-Describe their landmark and know 
where it was on a class journey 
-Use maps, plans and aerial 
photographs  
-Use geographical vocabulary: 
map, plan, near, far, often, rarely, 
North, South, East, West. 
-Name and describe changes in the 
weather  
-Name the seasons and describe 
the basic UK seasonal weather 
patterns  
-Assist in taking repeated 
observations and record these 
using symbols  
-Name some different parts of the 
UK and state that the weather may 
vary there. 
-Identify foods that can be bought 
on the local high street and can 
identify processed food  
-Understand what cereal crops 
become and where everyday 
products like milk come from  
-Explain that many different types 
of food come from the different 
UK regions. 

Skills of a Year 2 Geographer: 
 
•-Understand that within a 
location/country there are 
different ways of living  
-Describe the physical and human 
geography of several different 
places  
-Use geographical vocabulary: e.g. 
near, far, long way away (distant), 
North, South, East and West  
-Complete a travel document and 
work with a peer in a role-play that 
summarises this understanding 
- Locate the continents: Asia, 
Oceania, Europe, Antarctica, Africa, 
North America, South America  
- Describe which of these 
continents have significant hot 
and/or cold areas  
- Describe specific human and 
physical landmarks of some of 
these continents  
-Use specific place knowledge to 
describe and explain the habitat of 
a significant animal. 
-Identify and name the relevant 
countries and oceans  
-Communicate in detail something 
about these countries  
-Identify and name most of the 
wonders studied  
-Use atlases, maps and globes to 
locate some of the wonders  
-Give reasons for their choice of 
local wonders  
-Correctly use most of the key 
vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills of a Year 3 Geographer: 
 
-Explain the relationship between 
globes and maps  
Describe longitude and latitude -
Locate the Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
on a globe and world map  
-Describe day and night in relation to 
the Earth’s rotation on its own axis  
-Correctly use most of the key 
vocabulary. 
- Locate and describe several coastal 
environments in the UK and in other 
continents  
-Describe and explain how coasts 
change  
-Identify and explain some advantages 
and disadvantages of living by the 
coast  
-Describe the effects of earthquakes 
and volcanic eruptions  
-Give some reasons why people 
choose to live in earthquake zones 
and close to active volcanoes  
-Know where the most active 
earthquake and volcanic areas are  
-Name examples of volcanic eruptions 
and major earthquake disasters. 
 



Skills of a Year 4 Geographer: 
 
-Indicate the tropical, temperate 
and polar climate zones on a globe 
or map  
-Describe the characteristics of 
these zones  
-Describe and compare some 
biomes using appropriate 
vocabulary 
-Use a map to identify States in 
North America  
-Relate ‘continent’, ‘country’, 
‘state’ and ‘city’ in the context of 
the Americas  
-Describe settlement and road 
patterns of some North and South 
American cities from satellite 
images and photographs  
-Describe some regions in North 
and South America 
Name and locate the UK’s most 
significant river and mountain 
environments  
-Describe and name the key 
landscape features of river and 
mountain environment in the UK  
-Explain the water cycle in 
appropriate geographical language 
-Describe (some of) the processes 
associated with rivers and 
mountains 
 

Skills of a Year 5 Geographer: 
 
-Describe how another region of 
the UK has changed over time  
-Understand that change is 
continual  
-Describe what their local area was 
like in the past  
-Understand that their local area 
will continue to change  
-Offer opinions on their local area 
at present and the changes 
underway  
-Use appropriate geographical 
vocabulary to describe change 
-Understand that fold mountains 
occur when two tectonic plates 
meet  
-Explain the climate patterns of the 
Alpine region  
-Explain that there are advantages 
and disadvantages to tourism in 
the Alps  
-Explain how avalanches are 
caused  
-Explain some of the ways 
avalanches can be prevented 
-Plan and carry out an enquiry into 
sustainability in school  
-Understand ways to improve the 
health of our planet  
-Explain where minerals are found 
around the world  
-Explain the carbon cycle  
-Describe some threats to our 
oceans  
-Understand some advantages of 
marine protected areas (MPAs). 
 

Skills of a Year 6 Geographer: 
 
-Identify and name some of the 
countries in which the Amazon is 
located  
-Choose and use appropriate sources 
for geographical research  
-Explain the value of the Amazon 
rainforest and some ways in which it 
can be protected  
-Describe some similarities and 
differences between their local area 
and a region in South America  
-Describe what the climate is like in 
Amazonas 
-Explain the views of different groups 
of people on a geographical issue  
-Understand that there are 
advantages and disadvantages to 
imported and locally produced 
products  
-Understand that there are various 
outcomes for items of clothing that 
are no longer wanted  
-Explain how cotton clothing is 
produced  
-Explain that each type of fruit grows 
in particular climatic conditions 
-Understand how developments can 
be sustainable  
-Explain how local industry has 
changed over time  
-Choose an appropriate format to 
present their geographical learning  
-Understand how to take the needs 
and views of others into account. 
 

 


