
Childwall Church of England Primary School Spelling Overview 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Revision of 
Reception work 

 
Teaching of the 
following vowel 

digraphs and 
trigraphs 

through Letters 
& Sounds: 

ai 
oi 
ay 
oy 
a-e 
e-e 
i-e 
o-e 
u-e 
ar 
ee 
ea 
er 
ir 
ur 
oo 
oa 
oe 
ou 
ow 
ue 
ew 
ie 
igh 
or 
ore 
aw 
au 
air 
ear 
are 

_______________ 
ff 
ll 
ss 
zz 
ck 
nk 

-tch 
-ve 

-s/-es (plurals) 
-ing 
-ed 
-er 

-est 
-y 
ph 
wh 
k 

un- prefix 
Compound words 

Common 
exception words 

dge: ge, g and j i sound, spelt y in 
the middle of 

words 
 

Suffixes: two or 
more syllables 
– double and 

single consonants 

-cious 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Revision of all 
previously taught 

spelling rules 
 

Year 5/6 Key 
Words 

 
SPaG preparation 

s sound, spelt c u sound, spelt ou sub- prefix -tious 

n sound, spelt kn 
or gn 

k sound, spelt ch 
 

inter- prefix -cial 
 

r sound, spelt wr sh sound, spelt ch super- prefix -tial 

l sound, spelt le g sound, spelt gue anti- prefix -ant 

l sound, spelt el k sound, spelt que auto- prefix -ance 

l sound, spelt al s sound, spelt sc in- prefix -ancy 

l sound, spelt il ay sound, spelt ei, 
eigh or ey 

il- prefix -ent 
 

igh sound, spelt y 
at end of words 

Possessive 
apostrophe: plural 

nouns 

im- prefix -ence 
 

y to ies for plural 
nouns and verbs 

un- prefix ir- prefix -ency 
 

y to ied, ier, iest dis- prefix -ation suffix -able 

y + ing mis- prefix -ly suffix:  
ic to ally 

-ible 
 

Doubling 
consonants: +ing, 
ed, er, est and y 

re- prefix -ly suffix: 
exceptions 

 

-ably 
 

or sound, spelt a -ly suffix -ous suffix:  
our to or 

-ibly 
 

u sound, spelt o -ly suffix: y to i -ous suffix:  
geous 

-fer suffix: 
stressed 

plural ey -ly suffix: le to ly -ous suffix:  
ious 

-fer suffix: 
unstressed 

o sound, spelt a -ous suffix -ous suffix:  
eous 

Hyphenated  
words ( - ) 

er sound, spelt or -sure -tion ie and ei words 

or sound, spelt a -ture -sion ie and ei words 

zh sound, spelt s -sion -ssion -ough 

Suffixes: -ment,  
-ness, -ful, -less 

and -ly 

Year 3/4 Key 
Words 

-cian Silent letters 
 

Contractions (‘) Revision of 
previously taught 

words 

f sound, spelt ph Homophones and 
other often 

confused words 

The possessive 
apostrophe 

(singular nouns) 

 Possessive 
apostrophe with 

plural words 

Year 5/6 Key 
Words 

-tion  Homophones or 
near-homophones 

Revision of 
previously taught 

rules 

Homophones and 
near-homophones 

 Year 3/4 Key 
Words 

 

Common 
exception words 

 Revision of 
previously taught 

rules 

 

 


